
Epiphany Sunday, January 4, 2026
“We Have Come to Do Him Homage”
Today we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord. The word epiphany means manifestation—a revealing. On Christmas, Christ was revealed to the shepherds, the poor of Israel. Today, He is revealed to the Magi, foreigners, outsiders, seekers from distant lands. From the very beginning, Matthew’s Gospel makes something clear: Jesus did not come only for a few, but for all nations.
The Magi are fascinating figures. They are not kings in the Gospel, not Jews, not religious leaders. They are scholars, observers of the stars, men who are searching. And that search leads them to Christ. This is good news for us, because it tells us that God meets people where they are, even when their faith is incomplete or imperfect.
They see a star, and they follow it. That star represents God’s grace—a light that draws us forward. Yet the star does not do everything for them. The Magi must travel, ask questions, take risks, and persevere. Faith is like that. God gives the light, but we must choose to follow it.
Notice the contrast in the Gospel. The Magi seek the child to worship Him. King Herod seeks the child to destroy Him. The chief priests and scribes know the Scriptures, yet they do not move an inch toward Bethlehem. In this Gospel story, there are three responses to Christ:
· The Magi seek Him
· Herod fears Him
· Others ignore Him
The Epiphany asks us a personal question: Which response is mine?
When the Magi finally find Jesus, they do something simple but profound: “They prostrated themselves and did Him homage.” They offer gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. These are not random gifts. Gold honors Christ as King. Frankincense honors Him as God. Myrrh points to His suffering and death. Gold: 
Signifies Jesus's kingship and royal status, as gold is a precious metal given to kings. 
· Frankincense: 
Represents Jesus's divinity, as this aromatic resin was used in temple worship and priestly offerings, symbolizing His divine nature and priesthood. 
· Myrrh: 
Points to Jesus's humanity and foretells His suffering, death, and burial, as myrrh was a costly spice used for anointing the dead. 
Even at His birth, the shadow of the cross is present.


These gifts, given by the Magi, served as a tangible "preaching" of the Gospel, acknowledging Jesus as King, God, and the ultimate sacrifice for humanity's sins. 

But the greatest gift the Magi offer is not what they carry—it is themselves. They kneel. They surrender. True worship always involves humility.
Then we hear an important line: “They departed for their country by another way.” After encountering Christ, they cannot go back the same way they came. An authentic encounter with Jesus changes our direction.
That is the heart of Epiphany. Christ is revealed not just to be admired, but to be followed. Not just to be found, but to transform our lives.
As we begin this new year, the star still shines. Christ still reveals Himself—in Scripture, in the Eucharist, in the poor, in moments of grace. The question is not whether God is calling, but whether we are willing to seek, to kneel, and to change our path.
May the light of Christ guide our steps. May we have the courage of the Magi to follow that light wherever it leads. And having encountered the Lord, may we leave this place by another way—changed, renewed, and ready to bear His light to the world. Amen.

