The Third Sunday of Ordinary Time  January 25, 2026
“Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven Is at Hand”
In today’s Gospel from Matthew, we hear the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. It does not begin in Jerusalem, in the Temple, or among the powerful. It begins in Galilee, a place considered ordinary, even insignificant. Matthew reminds us that this fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah: “The people who sit in darkness have seen a great light.”
This is important. Jesus begins His mission not among the perfect, but among those living in darkness—people struggling, searching, and longing for hope. That tells us something about God: He comes to us where we are, not where we pretend to be.
The first words Jesus proclaims are strikingly simple and challenging:
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
Repentance is not about fear or punishment. It means a change of heart, a change of direction. Jesus is saying, “Turn toward God, because God is already turning toward you.” The Kingdom of Heaven is not just something in the future—it is already breaking into the world through Jesus’ presence.
Then Jesus calls His first disciples. He approaches ordinary fishermen—Peter, Andrew, James, and John—men at work, busy with their nets. He does not give them a long explanation. He simply says:
“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”
And immediately, they leave their nets and follow Him.
This is one of the most challenging moments in the Gospel. The nets represent security, comfort, routine, and control. The disciples let go of what is familiar in order to trust Jesus. Following Christ always involves letting go—of sin, of fear, of self-centeredness, and sometimes even of good things that keep us from something greater.
Jesus’ mission is then described clearly:
He teaches, proclaims the Good News, and heals every disease and illness. In other words, He cares for the mind, the soul, and the body. The Kingdom of God is not just about words; it is about restoring wholeness and dignity to people’s lives.
This Gospel invites us to ask ourselves some honest questions:
· What darkness in my life needs Christ’s light?
· What “nets” am I holding onto that keep me from following Him more fully?
· How is Jesus calling me—not tomorrow, not someday—but today?
Each of us is called, just as the first disciples were. We may not leave fishing boats behind, but we are called to follow Christ in our families, workplaces, and communities—to be people who bring light, hope, and healing to others.
As we continue this Eucharist, let us ask for the grace to hear Christ’s call clearly, to trust Him courageously, and to follow Him faithfully.
May we truly believe that the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand—here, now, and among us.
Amen.

