The Fifth Sunday of Lent, March 22, 2026
Today’s Gospel from the Gospel of John gives us one of the most powerful and human moments in all of Scripture: Jesus standing before the tomb of His friend Lazarus.
This is not just a miracle story. It is a revelation—of who Jesus is, and of what He offers each one of us.
Lazarus is dead. Not just recently deceased—he has been in the tomb four days. In the mindset of the time, that meant all hope was gone. Final. Irreversible. Martha even warns Jesus: “Lord, by now there will be a stench.”
In other words: This situation is beyond fixing.
And that’s where this Gospel meets us.
Because every one of us knows what it feels like to stand before something that seems beyond fixing. Maybe it’s a broken relationship. A long-standing addiction. Grief that hasn’t healed. A part of our life that feels spiritually dead.
And into that reality, Jesus speaks the same words He spoke to Martha:
“I am the resurrection and the life.”
Not “I will be.” Not “someday.” But “I am.”
Resurrection is not just something Jesus does. It is who He is.

But notice something important: before Jesus raises Lazarus, He does something unexpected.
He weeps.
The shortest verse in the Bible—and one of the most profound: “Jesus wept.”
God is not distant from our suffering. He does not stand far off, analyzing or explaining it. He enters into it. He feels it.
Jesus knew He was about to raise Lazarus. And yet He still wept.
Why?
Because love grieves.
Because death is real.
Because what breaks us matters to God.
So, if you’ve ever wondered, “Does God care about what I’m going through?”—this is your answer.
He stands with you at the tomb. And He weeps with you.

But Jesus does not stop at weeping.
He moves to action.
He tells them: “Take away the stone.”
And this is where the Gospel turns toward us personally.
Because before Jesus brings life, something has to be moved.
The stone is not just physical. It represents whatever is sealing off life in us:
· Fear
· Sin
· Resentment
· Despair
· The belief that nothing can change
And often, we want Jesus to do everything—but He asks for our participation.
“Take away the stone.”
In other words: Do what you can. Open what you’ve closed. Let Me in.

Then comes the moment of power:
“Lazarus, come out!”
And the dead man walks out.
Still bound—hands and feet wrapped, face covered.
So Jesus gives one more command:
“Untie him and let him go.”
Even after new life begins, there is still a process of freedom.
And that’s true for us, too.
Jesus raises us—but we often still carry old habits, wounds, and patterns. That’s why we need community, grace, and time. Resurrection is both an event and a journey.

As we approach Holy Week, this Gospel asks us a direct question—the same one Jesus asked Martha:
“Do you believe this?”
Do you believe that Jesus can bring life where there is death in your life?
Not just at the end of time—but right now?
Because Christianity is not only about life after death. It is about life before death.

So today, let’s bring our “tombs” to Jesus.
Whatever feels sealed, buried, or beyond hope.
And listen carefully.
Because He is still speaking:
“I am the resurrection and the life.”
And He is still calling each of us by name:
“Come out.”

