Second Sunday of Easter April 12, 2026
On the evening of that first Easter day, the Gospel tells us that the disciples were gathered in a locked room—afraid, confused, and uncertain about the future. These were not people filled with bold faith. These were people hiding.
And into that fear, Jesus comes—not with anger, not with disappointment—but with a simple greeting:
“Peace be with you.”
This is the first gift of the Risen Christ: peace.
Not the kind of peace the world gives, not the absence of problems, but a deep, steady assurance: “I am here. Do not be afraid.”
But the Gospel doesn’t stop there. A week later, we meet Thomas.
Poor Thomas—forever remembered as “doubting.” But let’s be honest: Thomas is simply saying out loud what the others were thinking. He wants real proof. He wants to see and touch.
Thomas is not weak in faith—he is honest in faith.
And how does Jesus respond?
He doesn’t reject Thomas. He doesn’t shame him. He comes back—for Thomas.
Again, the doors are locked. Again, Jesus appears. Again, the words:
“Peace be with you.”
Then He turns directly to Thomas:
“Put your finger here… bring your hand… do not be unbelieving, but believe.”
This moment reveals something powerful about God:
Jesus meets us exactly where we are.
· If we are afraid, He brings peace. 
· If we are guilty, He brings mercy. 
· If we are doubting, He brings understanding. 
He doesn’t wait for perfect faith. He enters into imperfect faith.

And Thomas responds with one of the most profound confessions in all of Scripture:
“My Lord and my God!”
Notice what happened—Thomas moves from doubt not just to belief, but to deep, personal faith.
Because real encounters with Christ don’t just answer questions—they transform hearts.
And this is why today is also celebrated as Divine Mercy Sunday.
In the Gospel, Jesus breathes on the apostles and gives them the Holy Spirit, saying:
“Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them…”
This is not accidental. The risen Christ’s first mission is mercy.
Not judgment. Not condemnation. Mercy.
So, what does this mean for us today?
It means three things:
1. We don’t have to hide
Like the disciples, we all have locked doors—fear, shame, regret, uncertainty.
But Jesus doesn’t wait outside.
He comes through those doors.
Whatever you are carrying today, you don’t need to hide it from God.
2. Doubt is not the end of faith
If you’ve ever struggled with doubt, you are in good company—with Thomas.
Faith is not pretending to have no questions.
Faith is bringing those questions to Jesus.
And letting Him meet you there.
3. Mercy is our mission
If we have received mercy, we are called to give it.
· To forgive someone who hurt us 
· To be patient with someone difficult 
· To show compassion instead of judgment 
The world doesn’t need more criticism.
It needs witnesses of mercy.
At the end of the Gospel, Jesus says:
“Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”
That’s us.
We have not seen Him physically.
But we have seen His presence:
· in forgiveness 
· in love 
· in grace that we did not deserve.
So today, hear those words spoken directly to you:
“Peace be with you.”
Not because life is perfect.
But because Christ is present.
And in Him, fear gives way to peace,
doubt gives way to faith,
and sin gives way to mercy.
“My Lord and my God.”
May that be not just Thomas’s words—
but ours.

