29th Sunday of Ordinary Time October 18, 2026

Good morning, everyone!
In today’s Gospel, the Pharisees think they’ve come up with a pretty clever way to trap Jesus.
They ask Him, “Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?”
Now, that sounds like a simple question, but it’s really a setup.
If Jesus says, “Yes, pay the tax,” some people will accuse Him of supporting the Romans. But if He says, “No, don’t pay it,” the Romans could accuse Him of encouraging rebellion.
Either way, they think they’ve got Him!
Have you ever been asked a question where you knew that no matter how you answered, you were going to get into trouble?
When did you stop beating your wife?
Your spouse asks, “Does this outfit make me look fat?”
You know right away this is not the time for a theological discussion about honesty!
But Jesus sees right through the Pharisees’ plan. He asks them to show Him a coin and then says, “Whose image is this and whose inscription?”
They answer, “Caesar’s.”
And Jesus responds with those famous words:
“Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.”
Well, that certainly wasn't the answer they were expecting!
But Jesus has done more than escape their trap. He's given us something important to think about.
First, He reminds us that we have responsibilities in this world. We have responsibilities to our families, our neighbors, our communities, and our country. Our faith should make us more honest, more caring, and more willing to do our part.
Being a Christian doesn't mean we get to ignore the world around us. And it certainly doesn't mean we can be kind and holy in church on Sunday and then drive home yelling at everybody on the road!
Our faith is supposed to make a difference in how we live every day.
But then Jesus takes the conversation a step further. He says, “Give to God what belongs to God.”
And that’s where things get personal.
What exactly belongs to God?
Well, think about it. Where did our lives come from? Where did our talents come from? Who gave us the ability to love, to laugh, to work, and to care for one another?
Everything we have ultimately comes from God.
Of course, we work hard for what we have. We earn our living, take care of our families, and make our own decisions. But even the gifts and abilities that allow us to do those things are blessings.
So the question becomes: What are we doing with those blessings?
Are we using our time to help someone who needs us? Are we sharing our talents? Are we making room for God in our lives?
Let's be honest. Sometimes God gets whatever time we have left over.
We get up in the morning, check our phones, go to work, take care of our responsibilities, watch television, and finally crawl into bed.
And somewhere in the middle of all that, we say, “Oh, Lord, I meant to pray today!”
Maybe tomorrow!
The problem isn't necessarily that we don't love God. Sometimes we just get so busy that we forget to make room for Him.
And Jesus is reminding us that God deserves more than whatever happens to be left over. He deserves a place at the center of our lives.
Now, there's something else in this Gospel that I think is especially beautiful.
Jesus looks at the coin and asks whose image is on it. The answer is Caesar's.
But here's the thing: the coin bears Caesar's image, but we bear the image of God.
Think about that for a moment.
You and I were created in God's image and likeness. That means God isn't simply asking us to give Him a little money or an hour of our time.
He's asking us to give Him our hearts.
And how do we do that?
Not necessarily by doing something extraordinary. Most of the time, it's through the ordinary things we do every day.
It's being patient with someone who tries our patience.
It's forgiving someone when we'd rather hold a grudge.
It's picking up the phone to check on someone who's lonely.
It's offering a kind word when somebody is having a difficult day.
Those little things may not seem like much, but they can make a tremendous difference in someone's life.
And every time we show that kind of love, we're reflecting the image of God that lives within us.
So let me ask you something.
If someone watched the way you lived your life—not just what you said here in church, but how you treated people throughout the week—would they recognize something of God in you?
Someone comes up to me and asks, “Are you a Christian?”
And I respond, “Before I answer that, why don’t you tell me what you think a Christian is, and then I’ll tell you whether I’m one of those!”
Now, that might sound like I’m avoiding the question. But I’m really asking something important: What do we actually mean when we call ourselves Christians?
That's a question worth thinking about.
And don't worry. None of us gets it right all the time. We lose our patience. We make mistakes. Sometimes we say things we wish we could take back.
That's why we need God's mercy, His forgiveness, and His grace.
The important thing is that we keep trying. We keep asking God to help us become a little more loving, a little more patient, and a little more generous.
Jesus gives us a simple message today, but it's one that reaches right into our everyday lives.
“Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.”
Take care of your responsibilities. Be a good neighbor. Be honest in your dealings with others. And don't forget the One who gave you the life you're living.
The next time you look at a coin, remember Jesus' question: “Whose image is this?”
And then ask yourself, “Whose image do I bear? And am I letting that image shine through in the way I live?”
Because at the end of the day, God isn't looking for perfect people. He's looking for people who are willing to love Him and share that love with others.
Jesus gave us a pretty clear answer when He said, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Notice that He didn't say people would recognize His disciples by the size of their Bibles, the number of prayers they memorized, or how quickly they could point out someone else's shortcomings!
He said they would recognize His disciples by their love.
Now, that doesn't mean Christians are perfect. If perfection were a requirement, we'd have to empty the churches!
We're human. We make mistakes. We lose our patience. Sometimes we fail to practice what we preach. But being a Christian means that when we fall short, we turn back to Christ, seek His forgiveness, and—with His grace—try again.
So, when someone asks me, “Are you a Christian?” perhaps the question isn't simply whether I claim the name. The deeper question is whether my life reflects the One whose name I claim.
Let me return to my original response.
“Tell me what you think a Christian is, and I'll tell you if I'm one of those.”
If you tell me a Christian is someone who never makes a mistake, I have to tell you I'm not one of those.
If you tell me a Christian is someone who always has all the answers, I certainly don't qualify.
But if you tell me a Christian is someone who believes in Jesus Christ, tries to follow His teachings, seeks forgiveness when he fails, and depends on God's grace to become a better person, then, by the grace of God, that's the kind of Christian I hope to be.
Not a perfect Christian. Not someone who has everything figured out. Just someone who is still learning, still growing, and still trying to follow Jesus.
Because in the end, being a Christian isn't just about wearing the name of Christ. It's about living in such a way that others can see something of Christ in us.
And perhaps the most important question isn't simply, “Am I a Christian?”
Perhaps it's this:
“If someone judged Christianity by the way I live, would they see something of Jesus?”
So let's give Caesar his coin—but let's give God what He really wants: our hearts, our lives, and our love.
Amen.



