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The Father Who Wants Our “Yes”
There is something very human about the Gospel we hear today.
Jesus tells the story of a father who goes to his two sons and says, “Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.”
The first son says, “No, I don’t want to.”
But later, he changes his mind and goes.
The second son says, “Yes, sir, I will.”
But he never goes.
And then Jesus asks the question: “Which of the two did his father’s will?”
The answer is obvious.
The first son.
And yet, if we are honest, most of us can probably see a little bit of ourselves in both sons.
Sometimes Our “Yes” Doesn't Mean Much
The second son sounds like the perfect child.
“Sure, Dad. Absolutely. Whatever you need.”
He says all the right words.
But then he walks away and does absolutely nothing.
And isn't that sometimes the temptation in our relationship with God?
We can say all the right things.
“Of course I believe in God.”
“Of course I love Jesus.”
“Of course I want to do God's will.”
We come to Mass. We pray. We know the responses. We know the words.
But Jesus reminds us today that faith is not simply about what we say. It is about what we do.
Our Christian faith has to move from our lips into our lives.
It's easy to say, “I love my neighbor.”
It's considerably harder when that neighbor is the person who drives us crazy!
It's easy to say, “I forgive.”
It's harder when someone has really hurt us.
It's easy to say, “God comes first.”
It's harder when God asks us to give up something we really want.
The second son had the right words, but not the right actions.
And Then There Is the First Son
The first son says, “No.”
Not exactly the response a parent is hoping to hear.
Imagine a father saying, “Son, I'd like you to go work in the vineyard.”
And the son says, “No.”
That's probably not going to be the end of the conversation!
But something happens.
The son thinks about it.
Perhaps he realizes he was wrong.
Perhaps he remembers that his father loves him.
Perhaps he realizes that the work needs to be done.
And so he changes his mind and goes.
And that is where the Gospel becomes very good news for us.
Because sometimes our first answer to God is “No.”
Sometimes we resist.
Sometimes we make excuses.
Sometimes we run away.
Sometimes we make mistakes.
Sometimes we simply don't want to do what God is asking.
But God doesn't give up on us.
The story doesn't end with the son's “No.”
He changes.
He gets up.
And he goes.
God Is More Interested in Our Direction Than Our Past
That is an important message for every one of us.
God is not looking for people who have never made a mistake.
He is looking for people who are willing to change.
We can spend a lot of time thinking about our past.
“I should have done this.”
“I shouldn't have done that.”
“If only I had made a different decision.”
“If only I had been a better husband… a better wife… a better parent… a better Christian.”
But Jesus tells us that our past does not have to determine our future.
The first son said “No,” but his “No” wasn't the last word.
And maybe that's exactly what someone here today needs to hear.
Maybe you've made mistakes.
Maybe you've wandered away from God.
Maybe you've neglected your prayer life.
Maybe you've been carrying anger or resentment.
Maybe you've made choices you're not proud of.
The Gospel says: You can still change.
You can still say “Yes.”
You can still get up and go to the vineyard.
God's mercy is always waiting for us.
The Vineyard Is Right in Front of Us
And what is the vineyard?
The vineyard is our everyday life.
It's our family.
It's our marriage.
It's our workplace.
It's our parish.
It's the people we encounter every day.
Sometimes we imagine doing God's will as something dramatic.
We think perhaps God is going to ask us to do something extraordinary.
But most of the time, God asks us to do very ordinary things with extraordinary love.
Call someone who is lonely.
Forgive someone who hurt you.
Visit someone who is sick.
Be patient with your spouse.
Listen to your children.
Encourage someone who is discouraged.
Help someone who needs you.
Pray for someone who has no one to pray for them.
Reach out to someone you've been avoiding.
Sometimes the greatest acts of faith are not spectacular.
They're simply acts of love repeated day after day.
Jesus Then Says Something Difficult
After telling the parable, Jesus says something that must have shocked the religious leaders:
“Tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the Kingdom of God before you.”
Why?
Because those people—the sinners, the outsiders, the people everyone had already judged—heard John the Baptist preaching repentance, and they changed their lives.
Meanwhile, the religious leaders heard the same message and refused to change.
Jesus isn't saying that sin doesn't matter.
He's saying that repentance matters more than appearances.
God isn't impressed by our religious vocabulary if our hearts remain closed.
God isn't interested in whether we look holy if we refuse to love.
God wants a relationship with us.
And a real relationship with God always involves conversion.
We Are All Still Becoming
One of the beautiful things about Christianity is that none of us is a finished product.
We're all still becoming.
We're all still learning.
We're all still growing.
We're all still capable of changing.
Sometimes we are going to be the first son.
Sometimes we will say “No” and later realize we need to say “Yes.”
And sometimes, if we're honest, we'll be the second son.
We'll say “Yes” to God and then get distracted.
We'll promise we'll pray more—and somehow find ourselves scrolling through our phones ten minutes later.
We'll say we're going to forgive—and then replay the argument in our minds for the next three years!
We're human.
But the invitation of Jesus is always the same:
Come back. Start again. Say yes today.
What Is God Asking of You?
Perhaps that's the question we should take home from this Gospel.
Not, “What is God asking someone else to do?”
Not, “What should my spouse be doing?”
Not, “What should my neighbor be doing?”
But:
What is God asking me to do?
Where is God asking me to change?
Where is God asking me to forgive?
Where is God asking me to be more patient?
Where is God asking me to trust?
Where is God asking me to serve?
Where is God asking me to let go of something?
Where is God asking me to begin again?
Because every day, God comes to us and says:
“Go into my vineyard.”
And we have a choice.
We can say “No.”
We can say “Yes” and never follow through.
Or we can say:
“Lord, I may not have gotten everything right. I may have resisted You. I may have wandered. But today, I'm willing to go.”
The Most Important “Yes”
Ultimately, the Gospel points us toward Jesus Himself.
Jesus is the Son who perfectly says Yes to the Father.
His entire life is a “Yes.”
Yes to the Father's will.
Yes to serving others.
Yes to the poor.
Yes to sinners.
Yes to the cross.
And ultimately, yes to the resurrection.
Every time we come to the Eucharist, we encounter that perfect “Yes” of Jesus.
And He invites us to make our own “Yes.”
Not a perfect yes.
Not a yes that promises we will never fail.
But a sincere yes.
“Lord, I want to follow You.”
“Lord, help me change.”
“Lord, help me become the person You created me to be.”
“Lord, even when I don't feel like it, give me the grace to say yes.”
Conclusion
The question Jesus asks today is simple:
Which son did the Father's will?
The one who ultimately went.
And perhaps that is the encouragement we need today.
It is never too late to change our answer.
It is never too late to come home.
It is never too late to begin again.
Maybe yesterday our answer was “No.”
But today can be different.
Because God isn't standing at the door reminding us of yesterday's “No.”
He's standing before us today, inviting us once again:
“Come. Go into my vineyard.”
And perhaps the prayer we can carry with us this week is very simple:
“Lord, give me the grace not only to say yes to You, but to live my yes.” Amen.

