The Second Sunday of Ordinary Time, January 18, 2026
“Behold the Lamb of God” (John 1:29–34)
In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist points away from himself, and toward Jesus, and with one simple sentence, he reveals the heart of our faith:
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”
This is not just a poetic title. It is a declaration of who Jesus is and what He has come to do.
When John calls Jesus “the Lamb of God,” his listeners would immediately think of sacrifice—the Passover lamb whose blood saved Israel, and the lambs offered daily in the Temple. But Jesus is different. He does not just cover sin; He takes it away.
Notice the scope: the sin of the world. Not just individual mistakes, but everything that enslaves humanity—violence, injustice, pride, fear, broken relationships. Jesus enters fully into the brokenness of the world to redeem it from within.
This reminds us that Christianity is not about earning God’s love. It is about receiving the gift of mercy that has already been given.
We don’t have a distant, disinterested God; we have a God who comes after us.
John says something surprising:
“After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me, because he existed before me.”
Jesus comes after John in time, but before him in eternity. God does not stay distant. He steps into history, into ordinary life, into human weakness. This is a God who comes after us, seeking us out even when we are lost or unaware.
John testifies that he saw the Spirit descend like a dove and remain on Jesus. In the Old Testament, the Spirit often came and went. But here, the Spirit stays.
This is important: Jesus is not just a messenger from God—He is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. Through Him, God’s life is shared with us permanently, not temporarily. Our faith is not just belief; it is participation in God’s own life.

John’s role is not to be the center of attention but to be a witness:
“Now I have seen and testified that he is the Son of God.”
That is also our mission. Like John, we are called not to point to ourselves, our achievements, or even our struggles—but to Christ. Our lives should quietly say to others, “Look—not at me—but at Him.”
Every time we come to Mass and hear the words, “Behold the Lamb of God,” we are standing again by the Jordan River. We are being invited not just to look, but to trust, to receive, and to follow.
Conclusion
Today’s Gospel asks us a simple but profound question:
Who do we behold?
If we truly behold the Lamb of God—if we allow Him to take away our sin, to fill us with His Spirit, and to shape our lives—then we too will become witnesses, living signs of God’s mercy in the world.
May we learn, like John the Baptist, to step aside and let Christ be seen.
Behold the Lamb of God.

