The 33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time November 15, 2026

The Parable of the Talents: Moving from Fear to Fruitfulness
Introduction: The Spiritual End-of-Year Review
Good morning, everyone! As we get together for the 33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time, we are officially hit with that "end-of-the-year" feeling in the Church. Next Sunday is Christ the King, which is essentially the New Year’s Eve of the liturgical calendar. And you can always tell we're wrapping things up because the readings start getting a little intense. They’re all about the end of time, the final judgment, and giving an account of our lives.
It’s kind of like that moment at work when your boss schedules an unexpected "performance review" for Friday afternoon. Your stomach drops a little, right? Today, Jesus gives us a sneak peek at that review in the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30). But as we look closer, we see it’s not meant to terrify us—it’s actually a beautiful, slightly humorous, and deeply practical guide on how to live right now.
The "Talent" Is Not a Singing Voice
First, we need to clear up a massive translation issue. When we hear the word "talent" today, we think of America's Got Talent. We think of someone who can play the piano upside down, juggle flaming chainsaws, or sing opera. So we read this parable and think, "Well, I can barely carry a tune in a bucket, so I guess I'm the guy with one talent."
But in Jesus’ time, a talent wasn't a skill—it was a literal wheelbarrow full of cash. To be exact, it was a massive weight of silver or gold worth about 15 to 20 years of a normal laborer's wages.
Let’s put that into modern terms. If an average worker makes, say, $50,000 a year today, one single talent is roughly a million dollars. So, the master gives five million to the first guy, two million to the second, and one million to the third. This master isn't handing out pocket change or a five-dollar allowance. He is dropping absolute fortunes into their laps and walking away!
What does that tell us about God? It means God has already poured an absolute fortune into your life. Your life, your breath, your quirks, your mind, your time—and most importantly, the gift of faith and grace. God hasn't been stingy with you. You are spiritually loaded.
The Trap of Comparison and the "Safe" Option
Now, the first two servants get right to work. They take risks, they hustle, and they double their money. They get a glowing review: "Well done, good and faithful servant!"
But then we get to the third guy. The one-million-dollar guy. He takes his fortune, walks into the backyard, digs a hole, and buries it. When the boss gets back, the guy gives this defense: "Look, I knew you were a tough guy... so I was terrified, and I hid your money in the dirt. But hey, good news—here is your exact one million dollars back! Not a penny missing!"
He probably expected a pat on the back for being fiscally conservative. Instead, the master is furious.
Why? Because this servant fell into the twin traps of comparison and fear. Maybe he looked at the five-million-dollar guy and thought, "Must be nice. Why should I even try with my measly one million?" We do that all the time, don’t we? We compare our spiritual gifts to the "saints" or the people who seem to have it all together, and we decide our small contributions don't matter.
But worse than that, he let fear paralyze him. He thought the master was a cruel tyrant just waiting to pounce on him if he made a mistake. So he chose the ultimate "safe" option: the dirt.
The Sin of Doing Absolutely Nothing
The master calls him "wicked and lazy." That sounds incredibly harsh to our ears! The servant didn't steal the money. He didn't gamble it away in Vegas or spend it on a flashy chariot. He kept it perfectly safe.
But Jesus is pointing out something profound here: In the Kingdom of God, playing it safe is actually dangerous. We often think of sin as the bad things we do—the rules we break. But there is another side to it: the sin of omission, which is the good we fail to do.
God did not give us our faith, our love, and our lives just so we could wrap them up in bubble wrap, stick them on a shelf, and hand them back to Him at the end of our lives completely unused and unblemished. Faith isn't an antique plate you only look at; it’s a tool meant to be used, dented, and risked for the sake of love.
Conclusion: Put the Shovel Down
Brothers and sisters, the Master has trusted us with a fortune. He believes in you more than you believe in yourself. He has given you enough grace to love that difficult family member, to serve someone in need this week, to speak a word of kindness, and to make a difference.
So, where are we digging holes in our lives? Are we burying our faith because we're afraid of what co-workers or neighbors might think? Are we hoarding our time because we’re too tired or too comfortable?
Today, Jesus is asking us to put the shovel down and step away from the hole. Stop playing defense with your life. Take whatever "talent" you’ve been given—even if you think it's small—and put it to work. Love deeply, give generously, and live courageously.
When we live like that, we don’t have to dread our "performance review" at the end of time. We can look forward to it with a smile, ready to hear the best words imaginable: "Well done, my good and faithful servant. Come on in, and let’s celebrate." Amen.

