Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, November 23, 2025

In today’s Gospel, we are brought to the very foot of the cross. It is perhaps the most unexpected place to speak about kingship. There is no throne here—only wood. No jeweled crown—only thorns. No courtiers—only soldiers, scoffers, and criminals. And yet the Church dares to proclaim this scene as the revelation of Christ the King.
1. A King Who Does Not Save Himself
The leader’s jeer: “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah.”
They cannot understand a King who refuses to descend from the cross. Power, in their minds, is shown by domination, strength, and self-protection.
But Jesus reveals a different kind of kingship:
· A King who reigns not by taking life, but by giving His own.
· A King whose glory is love carried to its fullest measure.
If Jesus saved Himself, He could not save us. His refusal to come down from the cross is not weakness but the deepest act of His royal authority.
2. Two Responses to Christ’s Kingship
On either side of Jesus hang two criminals—two possible responses to God’s love.
One joins the mockery: “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”
We hear in him the voice of impatience, disappointment, even entitlement. His vision of God is limited to what God can do for him immediately.
The other criminal, often called the “good thief,” sees differently. Somehow, in the disfigured face of the crucified Christ, he recognizes innocence… and even more, he recognizes a kingdom.
He rebukes the other:
“We are receiving what we deserve… but this man has done nothing wrong.”
And then he utters one of the most beautiful prayers in Scripture:
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
It is a prayer of humility, honesty, and astonishing faith.
He sees a King where no one else sees a King.
3. The King Who Always Remembers
Jesus responds with divine tenderness:
“Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
The word today is important. Salvation is not postponed. The repentant thief doesn’t earn Paradise by a lifetime of good deeds—he simply receives mercy in the very moment he opens his heart.
This is the shocking, beautiful truth of Christ’s kingdom:
· No one is too late.
· No one is too far.
· No one is beyond the reach of Christ’s remembering love.
4. What This Means for Us
Today, we ask ourselves: Which of the two thieves are we?
We all carry our own crosses—wounds, sins, regrets, disappointments.
The question is: Do we turn toward Jesus or away from Him?
Christ the King does not promise us a life without crosses. Instead, He promises that no cross carried with Him is ever carried alone.
And He invites us to participate in His kingdom—not by force, not by fear, but by faith, mercy, and love.
To acknowledge Christ as King means:
· letting Him rule in our hearts, choices, and relationships,
· allowing His mercy to shape the way we treat others,
· trusting that His power is strongest when we feel weakest.
5. A Kingdom Shaped by Mercy
He reigns from the cross because His kingdom is not a kingdom of control but of compassion.
Not of intimidation but invitation.
Not of judgment but redemption.
The good thief shows us the way:
Simply turn to Jesus and say, “Remember me.”
He will—because He is a King who remembers the broken, the lost, the last, the least.
May we, like the repentant thief, recognize Christ’s kingship even in the darkest places of our lives, and may we hear His promise spoken to us:
“Today you will be with me in Paradise.” Amen.

