Solemnity of All Saints November 1, 2026


My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Today, the Church pulls back the veil between heaven and earth to reveal a magnificent, breathtaking reality. In our first reading from the Book of Revelation, Saint John describes a vision of "a great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation, race, people, and tongue." They are standing before the throne of God, clothed in white robes, waving palm branches, and singing praises.
When we think of saints, our minds often jump to the heroes whose names grace our parishes, schools, and calendars—Saint Peter, Saint Therese, Saint Francis. But today is not just about the canonized elite. Today belongs to the hidden saints. It is the feast of the ordinary, quiet, faithful witnesses who walked the very earth we walk. It is the feast of holy grandmothers who prayed the rosary with worn hands, fathers who sacrificed silently for their families, neighbors who brought food to the sick, and friends who spoke truth with love. Today we celebrate the beautiful reality that holiness is not reserved for a chosen few; it is the universal destiny intended for every child of God.
But how do we join that white-robed multitude? How do we navigate a world that is so often fractured, cynical, and exhausting, and still cross the finish line into heaven?
Jesus gives us the map in today’s Gospel: The Beatitudes.
When Jesus climbs the mountain and sits down to teach, He turns the logic of human society completely upside down. The world tells us that the "blessed" are the powerful, the wealthy, the famous, and the self-sufficient. We are told to avoid sorrow at all costs, to assert our rights aggressively, and to look out for number one.
Yet Jesus looks at the crowd and says:
· Blessed are the poor in spirit.
· Blessed are those who mourn.
· Blessed are the meek, the merciful, and the clean of heart.
· Blessed are the peacemakers and those persecuted for justice.
The Beatitudes are not a random checklist of impossible moral tasks; they are a self-portrait of Jesus Christ Himself. To live the Beatitudes is simply to let Christ live His life through us.
When you feel entirely empty and dependent on God, you are poor in spirit. When your heart breaks for the pain, injustice, and loss in our world, you mourn. When you choose kindness over retaliation, you are meek. When you extend forgiveness to someone who hurt you, you are merciful. When you strive to bring harmony into a divided family or workplace, you are a peacemaker.
As Saint John reminds us in our second reading, "See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God. Yet so we are." You are not just trying to earn a reward; you are already acting out of your deepest identity. You are a child of God, and the family trait of God's household is holiness.
The saints were not flawless people who never stumbled. They were ordinary people who collided with an extraordinary Grace, fell down, and let the mercy of God pick them up again. They "washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb."
Brothers and sisters, look at the great cloud of witnesses surrounding us today. They are not distant spectators; they are our older siblings in faith, cheering us on from the heavenly grandstands. They whisper to us in our moments of discouragement: "Do not be afraid. We faced the same trials, the same temptations, and the same doubts you face. But God’s grace was enough for us, and it is enough for you."
Every time we gather around this altar, the barrier between heaven and earth thins to nothing. At every Mass, we sing the Sanctus—"Holy, Holy, Holy"—joining our voices directly with that uncountable multitude in heaven.
Today, let us look to the mountain of the Lord with renewed hope. Let us take up the map of the Beatitudes with fresh courage. Do not settle for a mediocre life. Do not satisfy yourself with just "getting by." Christ is calling you to the altar, He is calling you to the mountain, and He is calling you to be a saint.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. Amen.

