Pentecost Sunday, May 24, 2026
On the evening of the resurrection, the disciples gathered together behind locked doors. Fear had taken hold of their hearts. Confusion, uncertainty, and disappointment surrounded them. They had witnessed the crucifixion of Jesus, and even after hearing reports of the empty tomb, they still struggled to understand what God was doing.
Yet into that fearful room, Jesus came and stood among them. His first words were not words of rebuke or condemnation, but words of peace: “Peace be with you.” In that moment, the risen Christ brought calm to troubled hearts and hope to weary souls.
Then Jesus showed them His hands and His side—the marks of His sacrifice and victory. The disciples recognized that the One standing before them was truly their risen Lord. Their fear began to give way to joy.
But Jesus did not simply come to comfort them; He came to commission them. He said, “As the Father has sent Me, I am sending you.” Then He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
Pentecost reminds us that the Christian life was never meant to be lived in our own strength. God gives us His Holy Spirit to guide us, strengthen us, teach us, and empower us to carry the message of Christ into the world. The Holy Spirit transforms ordinary people into faithful witnesses.
The disciples who once hid behind locked doors would soon stand boldly before crowds, proclaiming the Gospel without fear. Peter, who once denied Jesus, would preach with courage and conviction. The early Church would grow because the Spirit of God was moving among His people.
The same Holy Spirit is still at work today.
There are still locked doors in our lives—doors of fear, worry, doubt, grief, anger, and uncertainty. Sometimes we feel overwhelmed by the troubles of the world or burdened by personal struggles. Yet Pentecost reminds us that Jesus still comes into the midst of His people speaking peace.
The Holy Spirit gives us strength when we are weak, wisdom when we are uncertain, and courage when we are afraid. He calls us to live as people of hope in a world that often feels hopeless. He teaches us to forgive as we have been forgiven and to love as Christ has loved us.
Pentecost is also a reminder that the Church is alive because God Himself is present within it. The Church is not sustained merely by human effort, tradition, or programs. It lives and grows through the power of the Holy Spirit. Every act of kindness, every word of encouragement, every prayer offered in faith, and every witness to the Gospel becomes part of God’s work in the world.
Today, may we open our hearts once again to the Spirit of God. May He renew our faith, deepen our love for Christ, and strengthen us to serve others with compassion and grace. May He remove the fear that keeps us silent and fill us with boldness to share the hope of Jesus with those around us.
And as we leave this place, may we remember that Pentecost is not only something we celebrate—it is something we live. We are people sent into the world carrying the peace, love, and power of the risen Christ.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful and kindle in them the fire of Your love. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

