33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, November 16, 2025

Homily: “Faith That Endures”
In today’s Gospel, some people are admiring the beauty of the Temple in Jerusalem — its fine stones and rich decorations. It was a marvel of architecture, the pride of the Jewish people. But Jesus shocks everyone when He says:
“The days will come when there will not be left a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down.”
For the people listening, that must have sounded impossible. How could something so magnificent, so central to their faith and identity, ever fall apart?
And yet, within a few decades, the Temple was indeed destroyed. Jesus’ prophecy came true.
But He wasn’t just talking about buildings. Jesus was pointing to a deeper truth — that all earthly things, no matter how strong or beautiful, will eventually pass away. What lasts is not stone or gold, but faith. What endures is our trust in God, even when everything else seems to crumble.

Jesus goes on to describe wars, earthquakes, famines, plagues, and persecutions — frightening events that make people lose hope.
We can relate to that, can’t we?
We look at our world today and see conflict, division, natural disasters, and personal trials. It’s easy to ask, “Where is God in all this?”
Jesus doesn’t promise us a trouble-free life. Instead, He promises to be with us in the troubles. He says:
“Do not be terrified… not a hair of your head will perish. By your perseverance, you will secure your lives.”
That’s His message: faithful endurance.
 Faith is not proven in comfort, but in crisis.
It’s easy to believe when life is calm. But real faith is tested when things fall apart — when prayers seem unanswered, when relationships break, when illness or uncertainty comes.
Jesus says that even persecution can become an opportunity — “an opportunity to bear witness.”
In times of trial, our witness speaks louder than words.
· When we stay patient in suffering, we proclaim hope.
· When we forgive those who wrong us, we show Christ’s love.
· When we keep doing good even when it’s hard, we reveal the presence of God in us.

Jesus’ closing words are powerful:
“By your perseverance, you will secure your lives.”
He doesn’t ask for perfection. He asks for perseverance — to keep believing, keep loving, keep walking, even when it’s dark. The Christian life is not a sprint but a marathon of trust.
The saints remind us that endurance, rooted in hope, transforms suffering into grace. What matters in the end is not what we build in this world, but how we remain faithful to the One who never leaves us.

Conclusion
So, as we near the end of the liturgical year, the Church invites us to look honestly at what will last and what will not. Temples may fall, nations may rise and fall, but Christ remains our sure foundation.
Let us ask for the grace to hold fast to Him — to trust that even when everything around us shakes, our lives are secure in His hands.

Prayer:
Lord Jesus, when the world seems unstable, strengthen our faith.
When fear surrounds us, fill us with courage.
Help us to persevere in love and trust,
so that our lives may bear witness to Your enduring presence. Amen.

