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Matthew 13:24–43 – The Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds
There is an old story about a farmer who proudly walked through his fields with his young grandson. The crops were growing beautifully, but here and there were patches of weeds.
The little boy looked up and asked, "Grandpa, if you're such a good farmer, why don't you just pull up every weed today?"
The grandfather smiled and said, "Because if I do, I'll pull up some of the wheat too. Sometimes they grow so close together that you have to wait until harvest to tell the difference."
As a boy my farther would have us plant radish seeds as we planted other vegetables. You see radish seeds germinate in just 3 to 5 days, making them the perfect, edible "row marker" for slower-growing crops like carrots or parsnips. We would drop a single radish seed every few inches along the slow-germinating rows to visibly mark the spot so you can weed confidently before your main crop sprouts
That simple lesson captures the wisdom of today's Gospel.
Jesus tells a story that surprises us. A farmer plants good seed. But during the night an enemy comes and sow’s weeds among the wheat. When the servants discover the weeds, their first instinct is immediate action: "Do you want us to go and pull them up?"
That sounds reasonable. It sounds efficient. It even sounds holy.
But the master says something unexpected:
"No... let them grow together until the harvest."
That answer goes against our instincts.
We live in a world that wants immediate solutions. We want problems solved now. We want justice now. We want people to change now. We want evil eliminated now. We like things neat, organized, and clearly divided into good people and bad people.
But Jesus reminds us that life—and especially the human heart—isn't that simple.
The Field Is the World
Jesus explains that the field is the world.
We don't have to look very far to see the weeds.
We see wars, violence, hatred, dishonesty, addiction, broken families, and injustice. Sometimes we wonder why God doesn't intervene more dramatically.
"Lord, why don't You stop this?"
It's a question believers have asked for centuries.
Jesus doesn't say that evil is good.
He doesn't ignore it.
He doesn't excuse it.
Instead, He reminds us that God is patient.
God's patience is not weakness.
It is mercy.
St. Peter would later write, "The Lord is patient with you, not wishing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance."
Every saint has a past.
Every sinner has a future.
If God had acted only with immediate justice, many of us would never have had the opportunity to become the people we are today.
The Field Is Also Our Hearts
But perhaps the most important place to apply today's Gospel isn't "out there."
It's in here.
The field is also our own hearts.
Every one of us carries both wheat and weeds.
We love God—but we also struggle with selfishness.
We want to forgive—but sometimes we cling to resentment.
We want to pray—but distractions overwhelm us.
We want to trust God—but fear often takes over.
If we're honest, every one of us has areas where grace is growing and areas where sin still lingers.
The danger comes when we spend more time identifying the weeds in other people's lives than examining our own.
It's much easier to criticize than to convert.
It's easier to judge than to repent.
Yet Jesus continually invites us to begin with ourselves.
A Little Humor
I once heard about a woman who proudly announced, "Father, I have finally discovered the spiritual gift God has given me."
The priest asked, "What gift is that?"
She replied, "The gift of identifying other people's faults."
The priest smiled gently and said, "I'm not sure that's one of the gifts listed by St. Paul."
Here’s another example:
A lady went to the Pastor and said[image: 🙍🏾] ... "I won’t be attending Church anymore."
He said, "May I ask why??"
She said, "I see people on their cell phones during the service, some are gossiping, some just ain’t living right, they are all just hypocrites."
The Pastor got silent and he said, "Ok... But can I ask you to do something for me before you make your final decision?"
She said, "What’s that?"
He said, "Take a glass of water and walk around the Church 2 times and don’t let any water fall out the glass."
She said, "Yes I can do that."
She came back and said "It’s done."
He asked her 3 questions:
1. Did you see anybody on their phone?
2. Did you see anybody gossiping?
3. Was anybody living wrong?
She said, "I didn’t see anything because I was so focused on this glass, so the water wouldn’t fall."
He told her, "When you come to Church, you should be just that focused on God , so that you don’t fall.That’s why Jesus said 'Follow me.' He did not say follow Christians. Don’t let your relationship with God be determined by how others relate with God. Let it be determined by how focused YOU are on God."
Sometimes we laugh because we recognize ourselves.
We can become experts at spotting weeds everywhere except in our own garden.

God's Amazing Patience
One of the most comforting parts of this Gospel is God's patience.
Think about your own life.
Where would you be if God had given up on you after your worst mistake?
Where would Peter have been after denying Jesus three times?
Where would St. Augustine have been if God had stopped pursuing him during his years of wandering?
Where would St. Paul have been if God had judged him only as Saul, the persecutor of Christians?
God saw not only who they were.
He saw who they could become.
That is how God looks at us.
He sees our failures, certainly.
But He also sees our possibilities.
Grace is always at work.
Don't Become Discouraged
Sometimes people become discouraged because they don't see enough spiritual growth in themselves.
"I've been trying to be more patient."
"I've been praying."
"I've been going to Mass."
"But I still struggle."
Today's Gospel reminds us that growth takes time.
Farmers understand something we often forget.
Seeds grow quietly.
Roots develop beneath the surface long before anyone notices fruit.
God is doing much of His work in hidden ways.
The Holy Spirit is shaping us even when we cannot see it.
Our task is not to become perfect overnight.
Our task is to remain rooted in Christ.
The Mustard Seed and the Yeast
The Gospel concludes with two additional parables.
The Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed—the smallest of seeds that becomes a great shrub.
It is like yeast mixed into flour until the whole batch is transformed.
Both images teach the same lesson.
God often works through small beginnings.
A quiet prayer.
A sincere confession.
An act of forgiveness.
A word of encouragement.
A hidden sacrifice.
A faithful family meal.
A visit to someone who is lonely.
These may seem insignificant, but God's Kingdom grows through ordinary acts of faithfulness.
Never underestimate what God can do through one person who quietly says yes to Him every day.
Living This Gospel
This week, perhaps Jesus asks us three simple questions.
First, can I be patient with God's timing?
Second, can I spend less energy judging others and more energy allowing Christ to transform my own heart?
And finally, can I trust that even the smallest acts of love and faith are helping God's Kingdom grow?
The Eucharist we celebrate today is itself like the mustard seed.
It may appear small—a simple host upon the altar—but within it is the risen Christ, whose grace can transform a human heart, a family, a parish, and ultimately the world.
As we come forward to receive Him, may we ask Him to cultivate the wheat within us, gently uproot the weeds that still cling to our hearts, and give us the patience to trust His work until the day of the final harvest.
Amen.
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